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Abstruct

In order to develop the original Moral Sensitivity Test (MST) by using
Lutzen's Test (1994) for clinical nurses in Japan, the Test contents and methods
were investigated. The results were evaluated from the viewpoint of the reliabili-
ty of the answers given by respondents and on the basis of the content of the
MST. The subjects were 192 clinical nurses (medical and surgical nurses) in 3
hospitals (Y hospital, K hospital and S hospital). The 192 nurses were investigated
3 times every 2 weeks using the MST. The values in 3 replies from 5 nurses dif-
fered greatly in the investigation, and, therefore, these 5 persons were excluded
from the population of test subjects. Next, the replies to the 35 MST questions
were investigated in order to calculate the ratio of every answer given. The devia-
tion range of all replies (n=187) was between levels 0-3. For Question 8, we dis-
covered a high level of deviation, as the number of replies in the level 0-1 range
(within levels 0-3) was fewer than 70%. Next, in order to check the validity of the
question content and its design, a principal component analysis was carried out.
We then extracted the rate of the cumulative proportion, which was 60%, by
selecting 11 factors (n=163). The 11 principal components in 34 questions were:
Understanding of a patient, responsibility / security, conflict, the rule observance,
respect for the patient's spiritual integrity, fidelity, value / principle, introspec-
tion, veracity, autonomy and expressing benevolence.
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