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The Relation among Father's Childcare Behavior toward a Three-month-old
Baby, Father's Learning and Acquiring, and Attitude toward Childcare.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to determine the relation among father's childcare
behavior toward a three-month-old baby, father's learning and acquiring, and attitude
toward childcare. The questionnaire that authors developed from the precedent articles was
used in a sample of 151 fathers who had a three-month-old baby, and the following result
became clear.

1. The degree of father's childcare behavior decreased when the number of children
increased (p= -291 ~ p= -320) . However, there were six factors which were not
significant: what job they have, what educational background they have, what job their wife
have, if they live together with their parent, what time they come home, and if they have
holidays.

2. There was weak correlation (7= .202 ~ 7= .303) between father's learning and
attitude toward childcare.

3. The strong correlation (7= .201 ~ t= .489) was observed between father's
childcare behavior and attitude toward childcare.

4. There was weak correlation (7= 211 ~ 7= .370) between father's learning and
father's childcare behavior.

5. Subjects learned their house work behavior from their father, and did the similar
house works. Also, it was assumed that the degree of experience in doing something
together with their father affected their affection toward the children.

These findings suggest that there are interactive relations between father's learning
and attitude to childcare and affect father's childcare behavior toward a three-month-old
baby.
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