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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to determine in what situations elderly dementia
persons are touched by care providers and what reactions they have to those touches. The
participants in this study were 4 elderly dementia persons in a nursing home, 4 nurses
and 12 care staff who took care of them. Data was collected by the participant observation
method. It included a detailed description of the situations in which the elderly dementia
persons were touched by the care providers, focusing on their reactions to those touches.
The reactions were classified into groups according to how similar they were. The results
obtained revealed that many of the touches occurred in situations where the elderly
dementia persons were proposed to do the things they did in everyday life. Their reactions
to those touches were classified to the follows : 1) suitable reaction to the proposed
behavior, 2) refusal or resistance, 3) mumbling, and 4) expression of feelings. These results
suggest that touching is effective in prompting reactions from elderly dementia persons.
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