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Abstract

The purposes of this study were 1) to identify the fundamental competency to be an international
Red Cross relief nurse, and 2) to establish human resources development program for international
Red Cross activities in the Baccalaureate Nursing Education. Semi-structured interviews were
conducted with ten experienced international Red Cross relief nurses.

The result revealed that the fundamental competencies were 1) knowledge about Red cross
philosophy and activities, and culture, 2) interpersonal skills a coupled with Nursing Competencies,
and 3) well-round character. Considering the above, we established a specialized program which
offers the following subjects: 1) English, nursing English and Red Cross first aid as required, and 2)
international nursing practice in the U.S. and in Asian countries as optional. In addition, students in
the program will have to be encouraged to be actively involved in Red Cross related volunteer works
and language leaning. It is essential to keep nursing students highly motivated to serve in international
activities by setting up an appropriate educational program in collaboration with Red Cross affiliated
hospitals.
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