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Abstract

[Purpose]

The purpose of this research is to explain the factors in senior citizen's decision to return to Miyake
Island after a long evacuation. In 2000, a volcano erupted and expelled a lot of rock and ash last June
in Miyake Island. So all citizens were then evacuated to Tokyo by ship on the September. They then
lived in Tokyo for about 4 years and 6 months. Most of senior citizens then chosen to return to Miyake
Island.

[Method]

Two separate times I interviewed 10 peoples in their homes. They were informal interviews using
on IC recorder, The people I interviewed returned to the Island and have been living in there since
2005. Collected data was analyzed qualitatively.

[Result]

In their decision to return to the Island , there are 5 factors to consider. The factors are the
economy, family, psychology, health and community. These factors are not separate, they have a direct
connection and a mutual relationship with each other. However the factor of the economy is connected
only with the factor of family.

In addition , they had to pay rent for their rooms after April 2005. It was burden for them. Therefore,
they decided to return to Island.

[Conclusion]
1) Most of the Island’ s citizens feel nostalgia; they want to return to the Island deep down at heart.
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Most senior citizens feel that there is a different culture and value-system between Tokyo and

Miyake.

2) One senior citizen said “we were evacuating, It was hell”. They wanted to get back to Miyake

Island soon. They kept their patience under control during difficult times.
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