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Research on the Life-world of People with Senile Dementia
: Analysis of Symptoms through Behavioral Observation
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Abstract

This study performed qualitative descriptive research on three elderly patients in the special ward
for dementia, based on the descriptions of their symptoms and changes in their conditions. The study
lasted for eight months and interpreted the lifeworld of people with senile dementia. The research
method involved participant observation and evaluation of the behavioral functions exhibited during
participation in everyday life. The characteristics of the changes in their conditions were analyzed
from the collected data, and suggestive observations were obtained from the process of change in
the patients' use of spoken language. First, the patients' language usage had become increasingly
abstract, which was consistent with conversation styles observed in patients with severe dementia.
It was observed that with the progression of dementia from the moderate to severe stage, language
adopted a symbolic function while undergoing meaning and content deprivation. Furthermore,
patients were considered to have passed through the “humming” stage following the loss of symbolic
language and while experiencing vocabulary loss. A gradual change in behavior was also observed, as
patients shifted from interpersonal to more self-contact behaviors, and finally exhibited increasingly
rudimentary behaviors such as picking and rubbing.
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