HES#%  J Ipn Red Cross Soc Nurs Sci Vol.15, No.1, pp.1-9, 2015

IR Z

e HT O H AR ALl - N O R 5

i

Roll Call of Female and Male Nurses of
the Japanese Red Cross Society before World War 1I

Yuji Yamazaki

F AT — N ARE HARR A, Gl HEA
key words : Roll Call, the Japanese Red Cross Society, Female Nurse, Male Nurse

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the changes of the regulations and realities of the enforcement
of roll call in the Japanese Red Cross Society (JRCS) before World War I, and to consider that feature.

The changes of the regulations are as follows. The enforcement interval of roll call was reduced from
every year to every three years. From the review of nursing methods during two weeks, the program
was changed to a personal investigation. The reason was the reduction of burdens for nurses, and an
increased opportunity to review the nursing method through the expansion of peacetime relief.

The realities of enforcement are as follows. JRCS enforced roll call for Tokyo residents in 1898 and
1903. It enforced roll call on a national scale by its headquarters and branches in 1908, and continued
to enforce it on a national scale after every three years until 1935. The percentage of female nurses’
attendance was lower than that of male nurses. The reason for absence was usually illness. The leaders
of JRCS emphasized not only the observance of the army’s order but also a method of nursing based
on humanism and the internationalization of nursing. They indicated that an improvement in the
percentage of attendance and a missing nurses’ dissolution were future subjects for examination.

I propose that roll call played a role that held and strengthened the identity, motivation, and sense
of solidarity of female and male nurses of the JRCS, who were present in various places of work and
homes, after their training school graduation.
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