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Abstract

Object : The present study was aimed at clarifying the confusion felt by nurses involved in the care of
terminal lung cancer patients in a general ward.

Method : Data were collected from a semi-structured interview of 11 nurses, and analyzed using the
KJ method.

Results : The confusion felt by nurses involved in the care of terminal lung cancer patients in a
general ward were classified into the following 6 categories: “insufficient terminal care provided due
to various pressing tasks”, “changes in respiratory status which were difficult to handle”, “words
and actions of patients and their families in relation to the disease, its prognosis and death, which
were difficult to deal with”, “complaints from the patients’ families”, “recommendations and care by
other professionals and coworkers, that lacked in sensitivity towards patients and their families”, and
“worsening condition and death of patients who were under their care for a long time.”

Conclusion : The present study suggests two important actions that may minimize the confusion of
nurses involved in the care of terminal lung cancer patients in a general ward: to establish a consensus
within the ward that care for terminal lung cancer patients is as important as care for patients under
treatment, and to make nurses realize that the confusion that they feel regarding the death of patients
in their care is a pressing problem that needs to be dealt with urgently.
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