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Partnership between Hospital Nurse-Midwives and Red Cross-Dispatched
Nurse-Midwives at the Maternity Ward of a Red Cross Disaster Base
Hospital in the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami
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Abstract

Purpose: This study aims to describe the collaborative activities of Red Cross-nurse-midwives who worked at a
disaster base hospital in the area struck by the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami and other nurse-midwives
dispatched from elsewhere for reasons of the Red Cross to support expecting and nursing mothers.

Method: A focus group interview was conducted with two hospital nurse-midwives and two relief nurse-midwives
to collect data, which was then analyzed using interpretative phenomenological analysis (IPA).

Results: Three themes were identified.

(1) Due chiefly to shared Red Cross affiliations and the cooperative nature of midwifery, the dispatched nurse-
midwives fully respected the way hospital nurse-midwives worked: The dispatched nurse-midwives were readily able
to closely follow the hospital nurse-midwives’ procedures not only because the skill set of midwifery centers on mak-
ing accommodations to the situation and the person, but also because of their own experience of receiving disaster
support from the Red Cross. The dispatched nurse-midwives experienced no problems working alongside the hospital
nurse-midwives, whose commitment was appreciated by the hospital nurse-midwives.

(2) Problems in finding pregnant women and challenges caused by inability to provide the usual healthcare guid-
ance: Hospital nurse-midwives and dispatched nurse-midwives worked together to identify issues and resolve prob-
lems concerning support for mothers and children after a disaster.

(3) Dispatched nurse-midwives listened to victims who could not relate their experiences to hospital nurse-midwives:
The dispatched nurse-midwives supplemented the relationships between hospital nurse-midwives and expecting and
nursing mothers who had both been hit by the disaster.
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Conclusion: Partnership of nurse-midwives based on the professional characteristics of midwives and the Red Cross
resulted in successful cooperation. There remained, however, a challenge with maternity care in the disaster-hit area.
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